Royal Arch Masonry in the Province of Northum-
berland under the superintendance of A. Potter.

“This is all as true as it is strange: nay, it is ten times true;
for truth is truth to the end of the reconing.”

I have been induced, chiefly since the remarks of A. Potter the
G. S. at the meeting of the P. G. C. at Tynemouth, 28th May,
1885, thus to address you on the above subject; and, owing to
the repeated public imputations and partiality to therualves
and confederates, (whose ill-nature, passion and revenye zarry
them too far in punishing the innocent) and the.~ lesire tc
injure one of our most able and willing companions, is tha*
which I cannot conceal or paliate, having suffeien’ ground o
confute all gainsayers :—Therefore, offensive or not oftensive, I
give you that which I have heard (I > oot ste‘e this on
my own authority) in Chapter, Lodg: ~ud the mosv Public
Places, in such order, as will readily ensole you tu judge im-
partially of Paul O. Smith as Treasurer of Chapter 24.

It is a fine thing to claim t5 rule the wives, a very grand
idea to have dominions on whicp the saw pever sets; but one
feels at times when a large rascalit; hos been occupying our
attention, that it is a thirg of nc meun importance, yet not
very common (indeed it is because Shey are not common that
we note them so vavefally ir well-to-do men, as I have of
late ; it is strilking .nd discrossing because it is uncommon ;
heartless and unpacdonaki: as it is, it is exceptionable) to find
great rogues cwong the ich now and then, who have a ten-

ency to bu pertinaccausly deaf and blind to every thing which
tells egans them. It is painful to think that one who might
be a «extieraan ¢ra condescend to such meanness.

Giving tho casting vote against W. Marr Bell, in favour
2f ni seniox is the time when Bell's petulence and folly com-
mences, that he joyed to see his betters shamefully outraged and

* Taink’st thou, that duty should have dared to speak,
When pow’r to flattery io'l? To plainness honour
Is bound, when majesty to folly falls.”
abused. He appears anxious to be foremost like the figure
head of a ship gaudily decorated, but after all a mere efligy,
not contributing in the least to the management of the vessel.

The two candidates pro by W. M. Bell were exalted
in May, 1882; the requ particulars to make the returns
to the Provincial Grand Chapter complete, for one was not
received until a few days of the appointed time of the meeting
of Provincial Grand Chapter, 10th April, 1883, and the other
did not produce his M. M. certificate to confirm the dates;
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why did W. M. Bell, after repeated applications, not supply the
necessary and important information to assist in having the
form of returns complete ? Instead of doing that he, 5th April,
“ 0, that his fault should make a knave of thee

Thou art not what thou’rt sure of'! ”
makes complaint * that the returns are not sent in, of the serious
consequence and the great penalties that will follow, it is our
duty to see to the proper working of the Chapter.” He withheld
the information and prevented the completion of the returns.
These ambiguous creatures, the bats of modern twilight, A
Potter and W. M. Bell, complained loudly at North Shield:.
as if no one but themselves knew of the circumstances.

“ Vicious, ungentle, foolish, blunt, unkind ;

Stigmatic in making, worse in mind.”

Their vicious propensity has led them to swerve trom the
plumb-line of rectitude and the square of moralivy; and vain
glory has caused them to transcend the level <of “theirallctted
position. Wise men think ill of them ; others speak ill of tuem ;
nay, even those whom honesty condemng, vondemns tiiem,

At the Fund Committee meeting ¢ the Provincial Grand
Chapter, 9th April, 1883, J. H. Beatiam ther honded to the
Provincial Grand Treasurer the.ful_amourt ot the dues for
Chapter 24 and the fine for the saize not @sving been paid in
time as per bye-law : the Grand Superintendant was asked if the
fine should be included, as4hc-aecounvs veere closed, said “No!
you must eredit the sam¢ 12iext year s account.”  Everything
is done by him and ngiking is dvue without him.

“Ism so
To hoar ¢his of him/ avd could wish he were
Somethiiz mistekon in't.”

At the nieting of th¢ rovineial Grand Chapter at North
Shields, 10h April, 1083, and the day immediately following
that of @h» Fund Committee Meeting; the Treasurer read
aloud hisreport’ tihav all the Chapters, respectively, had paid
theit roturns. A, Yotter expressed * his surprise that the oldest
Chapter in the province should be in such a position by the
Priasarer o Ue Swinburne not having paid the dues, this must
be seen tu nevertheless the fine had been paid, he was glad.”

“ Like one

Who having unto truth, by telling of it,

Made such a sinner of his memory, °

To eredit Lis own lie.,”
Here it was intimated that the list of members returned were
incomplete and that the full amount had been paid: A. Potter
replied—* all I know they have been asked for;” having been

“ Great tyrant, lay thou thy basis sure,

For goodness dares not check thee! wear thon thy wrongs.”
informed previously why the returns were not sent in, being in-
complete, and that on receiving the required particulars the
dues would be paid—(this is not the treasurer’s duty). Why
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did he not cause W. M. Bell to supply immediately the dates,
&e., of those two brethren whom he was the proposer, being a
P. M. of the Lodge to which one of them belonged ?
“ Mine were the very cipher of a function,
To fine the faults whose fine stands in record,
And let go the actor.”

W. M. Bell spoke of the Treasurer, not of the Report of
the Chapter, which was supplied to him the same day a few
minutes before he did so—the same as by the Finance Com-
mittee found correct—of which he was H. in the absence of the
first Principal—*he was ashamed, it was disgraceful to so old
Chapter, the returns were signed (incomplete) long ago, tha
amount should have been paid, this must be enquired inte —
it was announced aloud “the fees have been paid and the Gae.”

“ All human things are subjects to obey ;
And, when fate summons, monarchs must obex

Notwithstanding the excellent principals aa preceris laid
down, we have A. Potter and W. M. Bell amcngst us whose
propensity to backbite and slander, a vice truly detes*able, and
more specially in those who are exhorted and enjoiued to speak
as well of the absent as if they were vresent, aca to defend
their honour and reputation whenev(r atvacked. " But alas! we
find these men assiduously emploved 1 traduciag others, explor-
ing and publishing their opinicus ; like. waling vessels, they
pass from place to place, receiving 2nd discharging whatever
calumny they can procurc from others, or invent themselves.

“You told a Ly; an avdacious, damned lie:
Upon my sou', a lie; = vicked lie,”

The dues fron: Chapter 24 to “he Provincial Grand Chapter
having been paid, 2\vo vhe fine, vrevious to the remarks of A. Pot-
ter and W, Bell, I hold ti.at all should have been condoned
with the pavicenis.  The Ogle Chapter which did not pay the
demand w:s vot aluded 1o: A. Potter intimated that if the sum
was not paul he vould not hold the meeting of Prov. Grand
Chapter ut North shields. And, further, there was at that
mement dus fima Provineial Grand Chapter to the Treasurer
«f De Swinhumue Chapter four times the amount of the dues.
¥iom June 2382—paid March 1884.

“ 0O had your mother’s borne so hard a mind,
She had not brought forth you but died.”

W. M. Bell and T. Blenkinsop complain to A. Potter that
they could get no account from the Treasurer (not the Treas-
urer’s fault but the fault of the first Principal of 1882) that he
had been allowed by the first Principal of 1883 a month to pre-
pare his accounts; no such, or any, time was ever asked for or

“ Was not the Cause at first
With perjury, and carried on?
offered. On the contrary, the Treasurer had to ask the first
Principal of 1883 to summons a special Finance Committee.
The Treasurer cannot be at their bidding outside the Chapter
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through another, they should have had greater respect for their
first Principal,* and expressed their desire in Chapter. All dues
were paid on the 9th, therefore the Chapter was not a defaulter
on the 11th. W. M. Bell says—* he is not the man to go behind
any one’s back to say anything which he dare not say to his
face.” Why did ke not attend the special Finance Committee
Meeting and meet the Treasurer face to face 7 and find—* who
was to blame to give any party a chance to talk " outside the
Chapter. They have shown the cloven foot and disclosed them-
selves—vulgar Jews, make-believe gentlemen—as they ac—-
Truth with them is not the twin-sister of Justice—and. Wuise-
hood not the most heinous of evils!
«1 do fawn on men, and hug them hard,

And after scandal them.”

A man’s character is a tender thing, and a wound thece
sinks deep into the spirit even of a wise avd good miaw+ and
the more innocent any man is in this respect, the ince sensible
he is of this uncharitable treatment. . rie that speaks evil of
others gives a bad character to hiraserl, even those whom
he desires to please, who, if they be wise, ‘wii! conclude that
he speaks of them to others, ai lie does o€ vthers to them.

« Conceit deceitfu.. so compact, %0 Lind.”

Four days after the Xfeeting of the Provincial Grand
Chapter at North Shields, and ir cons>quence of the remarks of
A. Potter and W. M. Bell thers \hia ‘I'reasurer of De Swinburne
requested the first 1'vincipel to vause the Finance Committee to
be immediately s'unmoned wgether to examine his accounts:
on the seveat)' <y after, awing to no notice of his request, the
balance in hawl, £36 s, was deposited in the Branch Bank of
England, Newcastle—-2 very prudent and commendableact. On
the tw It day, af\er, he had siz hours' notice of such meeting of
the Finance Comn ittee; this is remarkable, but this is much
yacve remarkable, that on the 24th W. M. Bell writes from
1Texham o ihe first Principal at Durham—*the Treasurer

“The court of conscience, which in man
Should be supreme and soveran.”
doe: pot appear to have got notice of the meeting for the 26th,
will you kindly let him know of it so that he may be there,”
thence to Newcastle to Cummins and thence to the Treasurer.
If not so arranged, it is quite clear Cummins did not intend
summoning the Treasurer for some sinister caprice. A mean
dodge of a shallow and transparent character.
“ His mother’s blood
Runs on the dexter cheek, and this sinister
Bounds is his sires.”

This appears as it were a plot and conspiracy against the
welfare of a companion ;—the great want of virtue, on which
mutual trust and confidence is founded, soon divides and breaks
them to pieces. Nor would men of unquestionable wisdom,

* Who replied—* all is right and will be found right at the end.”
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known integrity, strict honour, undoubted veracity, and good
sense, though they might be trepanned into an act of asinine
stupidity and made guilty of the most odious crime that can
possibly be conceived.

“One fire drives out one fire; one nail, one nail; right by right, fouler.”

Nevertheless, without good and sufficient reason, it is un-
fair to call a man from his occupation and pursuit; yet with the
few hours’ notice the Treasurer presented his accounts, with De-
posit Receipt and Receipts for payments at the appointed tizze
and place, waiting the arrival of one of the committee. {\'he
accounts were not audited in 1882 owing to their not having
been a special or other meeting of the Finance Comiitter as ic
required ; or, the Treasurer had no notice.) The ac:cvnis of the
Treasurer were found correct—the cash book is signed as such
by Thomas Blenkinsop, N. Mein and W. R. Cuoomins... The

reasurer tendered his resignation to the ¥inance Coinniittee
and asked them to report the same (thic tney refused) with the
financial statement to the Chapter.
“Smooth runs the water, where the Lrook is-deco;
And in his simple show he baibrs treascn.
The fox barks not, when e <ov.ld stea’ t.e 1amb.”

At the regular meeting of *%e Chapter; 17th May, 1883,
the Treasurer resigned:—%he hapter reiused to accept his
resignation. The first Prinsipal asi=a ¥, R. Cummins, E., for
the Finance Committes’s statement of the Treasurer’s accounts,
when W. R. Cummirs veplied— * we have none to make ;" then
the like to T. Blonkinzop, who sayd— “no statement, had examin-
ed the accounts ana that the Treasurer had stated he deposited
the balance ia the bank.”  'f. Blenkinsop was here told by the

“Ja villany, de since you protest to do’t like workmen.”
Treasurar that he bad+ he Deposit Receipt in his hand, read it and
asked ‘what wenl it cost to get the money out of the bank ;"
(this question by T Blenkinsop who was a banker and now a
hutcher is fu aireet opposition to his vocation,) to which W. R.

“ botv ixt an erring barbarian and a super-suttle butcher.”
Cummins veplied—* nothing, it is only a Deposit Note "—this
[. Bleniinsop denied. The Treasurer stated there were others
present, Mein and Cummins :—W. R. Cummins rose and said
“ I will swear Most Excellent I never saw the Deposit Note!”

“When perjury, that heaven delying vice,
Sells oaths by tale, and at the lowest price.”

Having been appointed Grand Superintendant of North-
umberland “I can do as I like.” “If you do not like my rul-
ing you can leave the province.” “ Cannot allow the use of box
and dice, in future, to make your elections.” “ Will not reply to

our pertinent letters.” “Will not allow you to defend the
ﬁonour and reputation of the absent.” “There is no one of
respectability in De Swinburne Chapter—it must go.” “Saint
Peter’s is to be the Chapter.” 1664—20th April, 1883—* you

—— e e——— — E—
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are going to have a disturbance in Chapter De Swinburne.”
égl:d““ a Companion a Provincial Officer as of De Swinburne

pter, whereas such was then not a member of any Chapter.
He that would govern others, first should be the master of him-
self, richly endued with depth of understanding, and knowledge.
Who has sanctioned this that he should be permitted to over-
spread the province, and act as he listeth with imputation. of
unequal state of the judgment and favour of one above *ho
other, without just reason, at all seasons and in all places ' he
mag plot and cabal against us; weare powerless in his 1eshes ;
and may, in spite of us, plot against us: be is amenabie to the
laws, and any well-grounded complaint may be preterrod against
him. Having oversteped his bounds, he will fid wicar heads and
keen tongues to remind him and his confederates—respecaally,
but unmistakable—of the invidious and inviirect means. Does
he owe his appointment to the Father o' Evil ?

«The devil knew not what he dic wien he made mex politic :

he crossed himself by’t : and I carziot think, brt, i the end, the

villanies of men will try to set thom o) aar.”

W. M. Bell was asked by the Treacurcr, 17th May, for an

lanation—in reference co *ue sta’eaeit he made at North
Shields, 10th April, of (bim and ki accounts—T. Blenkinsop
spoke aloud “do’nt fpswer him :*’ -chere can be no doubt this
is the begining of “he distu-vauce you are going to have,”
and by whom s che very unmasonic conduct commenced,
continued an{ complaizcd of—W. M. Bell, T. Blenkinsop and
R. W. Cuwumins, whese asnduct is considered most reprehen-
sible in e angling o companion in perplexities—we have no
languuge to descrtby the criminality ; no power of words to
paiat the sin; let the truth be made known—give it a bold
rei‘er, that ne who ingeniously, cunningly and artfully defrauds,
whs knewingly endeavours to involve is no Freemason!

« Every inch that is not fool is rogue.”

Wiat you would have no man do to you, that do you to
no.wan; never slander another either before or aﬁer his
“oounts have been approved: he that easily credits a false
report 18 almost as cuipame s the nrst mventor of 1t and
whether it may not be in his power to revenge a spiteful word,
by a shrewd turn, so that if a man made no conscience of hurt-
ing others, yet he should in prudence have some consideration
of himself.

They have forfeited the confidence, and honour of their
companions. Consigned the Chapter to contempt in the eyes of
those whose good opinion we would prize; their altercation is
very unmasonic and irregular. Within bounds it is lawful, be-
yond it becomes criminal; act in such a manner that the
tongue of slander may have nothing to censure; whercas a lie
is troublesome, and sets a man’s invention on the rack: one

falsehood needs a great many more to support it.
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W. M. Bell was told by the Treasurer that he had “violated
his obligation of a master mason—you have slandered me in
xﬁy absence and allowed others to do the same”’—to which W.

. Bell replied—“1 am fully justified in all T have said, for
this receipt shows, that the dues which should have been paid
in 1882 were not received till 1883, any one can sce it.”

* An ignis futuus, that bewitches,

‘And leads men into pools and ditches,

This light inspires and plays upon

The nose of Bell, like bagpipe drone,

And speaks, through hollow empty soul,

As through a trunk, or whispering hole.”
W. M. Bell here handed the parcel of receipts, without Ye'ng
demanded, for inspection as he offered, to a companion who
announced— this receipt is for monies paid to the Provineial
Grand Royal Arch Treasurer in June, 1852, as staved ther2oi.
and such also appeared in the printed report®.’/ Thatthe Pro-
vineial Grand Chapter did not give the Treasurer of Cnapter 24
the receipt for this and another paymentantil 13th Apri, 1883,
as is written across in red by him.

How could he justify all he fad/said &% North Shields,
10th April? when he had not seen the veteipt until the
26th April, or immediately uter; on whoich latter date the
Treasurer’s accounts were fully examinedy and by the Finance
Committee found correct./ How doesrhe fully justify all he
said then and to repeptithe same.an the 17th May?

« ¥ know him a notorious liar,
Think, Lim)a great geiy fool, solely a coward.”

That to stch as arp-sieudered it 1s a great injury, gener-
ally a high prosheation, bat always matter of grief. It1s cer-
tainly a gicat injury ; ths an injury beyond reparation. It is
an injuy “hat descends to a man’s wife and children. The
morai velations<{of husband and wife, parent and child are
ecanlly certaip aud demonstrable as between square and tri-
ingle, cube, and pyramid, or cone and sphere. DBecause the
good or Al name of the father is derived down to them, and
many times the best thing he has to leave them is an unblem-
ishea'wirtue. They make no conscience to rob the innocent

« 8o justice, while she winks at crimes
Stumbles on innocence sometimes.”

wife and children of the best part of his small patrimony, and
all the kindness that would have been done them for their
father's sake, his reputation has been undeservedly stained.
Is it no crime by the breath of their mouths at once to blust a
man’s reputation, and to ruin his children perhaps to all pos-
terity! Can they jest with so serious & matter? An injury
so very hard to be repented of as it ought; because, in such a
case, no repentance will be acceptable without restitution.

In any case, it is the duty of those who are well informed

1 MW&MWMP.G.C.&EAMMKM
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not to allow such unwarrantable statements to go abroad un-
refuted. What can be so barbarous, as to play with anothers
honour and good name, which to some is better than hfe;
more especially when they originate from the high, mighty,

and would be puissant authority in question. In making this
charge I do not dwell so much on actual misstatement of
figures, and the suspicious substitution of one year’s return for
another—though such inaccuracy seems, at the first blush,
wholly incomprehensible; but what appears almost more serivus
are the misleading deductions from the practical experience of
the speakers ; for when they speak the truth it is by ac

y justice we are taught to do right to 'l and to yield
to every man whatever belongeth to him. e, W
W. M. Bell receive the Treasurer’s receipts which the Fiiar ce

“ Buyers, you know, are bid bewere;
And worse than thieves resei”ers =ee.”

Committee had to guide them whep. vhe accounts. were ex-
amined and found correct ? Such should, in-justice to the
Treasurer, have been retained by m and trensferred to his
duly appointed and invested sucovssor.  Can there be anything
more positive than—* this ~ecsiyt shos—uany one can see 1
Having produced this hi =hould a’éo. ueé able to produce the
Deposit Receipt for £66 1. which wes with the receipts.
certainly was not one o2 the Firasce Committee who audited
the Treasurer’s accounts, thorefore, he knows from whom he
received the ‘stmt ; certznly not from and with the consent

+ And thorzh they nothing will confess,

Yet by (hew very looks can ﬁsu.

And t2! what guilty aspect bodes,

Who c<ole, and who received the goods.

1 hey'll question Bell and by his look,

D: tect who "twas that nimm’d a cloak,

Make Blenkinsop confess, and "peach

Those thieves which he himself did teach.”
and Xnowledge of the Treasurer. The most grace!

ful eulogy of

virvie 1s but disgusting in the lips of a man whose conduct
givza the lie direct to his words. W. M. Bell thus exposes the
“ disgraceful irregularities of the Prov. Grand Chapter, by its
not giving receipts for monies paid by the Treasurer in June
1882 until April 1883 and of 9th April until the 13th 1883, and
then not until after repeated applications to J. H. Bentham,
and this is the particu\ar receipt, Juve 1882, he aluded to and
showed to justify his remarks. There is no real distinction
between open profanity and the mocking of first making a
solemn ap and prayer to our Creator, and then degener-

ating into levity, or indifference and inattention.

About the eighteenth May, 1883, R. W. Cummins (a
Jackall) apﬁoints himself treasurer; demands, without the

¢’s no swaggerer, hostess; a tame cheater, he.”

direction of the Chapter, from the Treasurer the rec
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cash books. The resignation of the Treasurer not being accept-
ed, and no one invested until September following, he did not
receive them : but he had new books made, and gave T. Blen-
kinsop receipt for his subseriptions, although he had been
reported, in Chapter, when R. W. Cummins was present, as
being more than eighteen calendar months in arrears, and as
per Bye-Laws resigned. R. W. Cummins acknowl that
the rECEIPTS were taken by T. Blenkinsop and passed to him.
“8o I do still by these pickers and stealers.”
To call this kind of action admirable is as logical as to cai
thieving admirable, and a man who * passed” your watch or
your purse an admirer of fine chasing or of sharp edged w:ling.

Sept. 19th, 1883, the sclf-appointed treasurer had . finunce
committee to audit his accounts—such being irresutar were
not accepted in Chapter, thus T. Blenkinsop is pat a Membenr.

R. W. Cummins was appointed Seribe F. in Septeriber,
1882, and could not discharge his duties in May, 1382

“So like some rats of amphibious ~ture
He's neither fit for land or water.”

The Treasurer, Smith, having done the duty for non-
residents for several years, and R. ¥ Cummins hiving a place
of business in town, was told by “hi Zreasuies he would have
to attend to the duties of his appanitment, zoplied—* he would
see the Chapter dam’d first before be wonid, let the Chapter
contract for the work ”—* you are a lwr, a dam’d liar.”

“The devil dam’d (hec black, thou cream-fac’d loon !
Where got’st #uun that gocse look ?

This is what na%<s a mon ancomplaisant to others; so
that he retains ua de.erence; nor has any regard to the inclina-
tion of those he conversett with. 'Tis a certain mark of a
clown, not t= niind what either pleases or offends those he is
engaged with. = And ;oY one may sometimes meet with men in
clean {achionable eluthes and smooth shining faces giving an
absol: te, uubovndel swing to their own humour herein, and
suffe;ing it.to-jostle or overbear every thing that stands in its
way, vith a perfect indifference how people have reason to take
1o Thiz is vhe brutality every one sees and abhors. It is what
a0 one caxn approve, or be easy with; and therefore it finds no
place with those who have any tincture of good-breeding.

In the early part of June, 1883, R. W. Cummins is re-
quested, by the First Principal, to summons the present and
past Principals of the Chapter to meet on the 6th, and notify
the business to be transacted, he does not follow the instructions

“You know the scandalons meanness of that proceeding, which was used.”
given to him, but summonses a Specin{’ Meeting of the Chapter
without stating the business: this was with another sinister
object, at the diction of A. Potter who stated at this Meeting
“that all were satisfied, that the Treasurer’s accounts were

accurate at the audit.”
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« Like an angry 8pé
Plays such fantastic tricks before high heaven
As make angels weep.”

Thus blinded by their passions, they do not consider what
is true, but what is mischievous; they care not what evil they
k, nay they have been so base as to invent and raise
reports, on purpos¢ to blast the reputation of him by whom they
think themselves injured. Bereft of trath masonry is bankrupt.

It is a noteworthy fact that, although the Treasurer is
assailed on every side, violently proceeded against, and his acts
misconstrued, a greater gap is made in their own honovui :— ke
has not complained of you; but asked—* explain ¥ 1€ l;tour

He has appealed against the decisions of \te Pro.
Grand Superintendent of 7th December, 1883. - iias afforded
his successor all information possible, has frazsly and honustly
replied to all his en uiries—* return me the Depor'te Foceipt

an)z T will %eeat,% F_‘ocura you the <3 s T jen cannot
ad than through hun personally. ey mugt very Soon have
found that they could not get the £29 1%, at oll, much less for
«pothing: "’ and now wish thepast Treasuser to make affidavit
that the Deposit Receipt bad been lost,~ b7 whom—stolen.
« Ag we turea did agres

The Verosit Nota to keep ;

§o we thres do waree

Thie Deposit Nute to keep : -

Until we three

Shall Gisa vee.”

'l‘he{1 apuear to forge® that principle is as much involved in
trifling <hings as i1 great things. Integrity is as much com-
gron."sci in stealing a pin as a purse or the Treasurer’s receipts.

f stenling 2 p;.vnyworth involves the principle of honesty,
Lyiog a yrnayworth involves the principle of benevolence.
The sha'(oy: fools who had brought to light the flimsy villan
to whrict they had allowed themselves to be egregiously befooled.

« But he that filches from me my good name,
Robs me of that which not enriches him.”
T. Blenkinsop and W. M. Bell complain * to A. Potter—
these silly, medling, tattlers who are the canker and rust of
« And spur thee on with full as many lies,
As may be hollo’d in thy treacherous ear.”
idleness, as idleness is the rust of time, pride themselves, in a
parrow sphere, and t0 take a lead, even in the wrong direction,
taking the shadow for the substance. What they complained
of we cannot exactly tell, but the reply of A. Potter toa request
for a copy of the allegations made by them, was—* T. Blenkinsop
replies that the charge they had against the Treasurer was—that
he would not produce the accounts (to them as individuals) which
ought to have been presented before the meeting of the Chapter,
held in September last, and that several accounts were unpai

» Seopagea.panmhiv.
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which had been standing a long time (not so long as their
subscriptions) ; but, as all had been paid, he has now no
“My swent ounce of man’s flesh ! my incony Jew !”
complaint to make against the Treasurer.” W. M. Bell says—
“They each pull'd different ways, with many an oath,
Arcades ambo, id est—blackguards both.”

“I wish you to demand the partienlars of the ch in order
that I may reply to the Treasurer.” (W. M. Bell makes a
charge to A. Potter—not the Treasurer.) A. Potter continues
—*“I am prepared to withdraw the summons on your furnishing
W. M. Bell with these particulars.” Nothing could be marc

Potter, thou dost prevnn“l.'me::.nt’

otter, thon cate;

Then put "em in a bag and shake ’em,

Yourself o’ th' sudden would mistake ‘em,

And not know which is which, unless

You measured their wickedness,”
invidious than this. Let no flickering taper of carvh be pahwed
upon you for its steady light. Should men held up the rush-
light of their own conceits to illumine yoar jourzey, say to
them—* get out of my light!” And/ir, 54 the ight of duty,
his conduct should be considered repreiensible, wuat shall be
said of a professing Mason who lefizuds P Fiypoerisy has its
own code and key of interpretation, = It traresties christianity.
It sees every man and every ¢%ing in the ooscurity of its own
dark heart. The genial wrrmuii of honosty it hates. And does
he conveniently forget hi: gioundless tabrication!

“ I am wisartarope, ~.d hate mankind.”

They should lave sought. to bave their complaint adjusted
through the Chupter; failiag in this, then to the higher
authority : he< the proper ind masonic rule been followed I
have not theioast shaddow of a doubt all would have been fairly
and amicahly settled. 'They have not held in respect the first
Principal ol the Thapter, neither has A. Potter that due re-
gard o vhe law (blished by the authority: to prevent, or
endesvour ‘¢ heal, any jealousies, animosities, or differences,
which may uznapily arise between those who ought to be
niited ; there has been no guarrel.

“A goodly apple rotton at the heart ;
0, what a goodly outside falsehood hath !

Special Meeting of Officers of the Provincial Grand Chap-
ter, 19th July, 1883, also of Chapter De Swinburne same time
and place. The Treasurer was precluded the posibility of being
present, the cause accepted : the complaint of W. M. Bell was
referred to,—on being asked what was done to him he had to
complain of, A. Potter said—* I will not allow him to answer
that question.” It was the Treasurer’s receipts which W. M.
Bell produced to justify his remarks at North Shields that

* The First Principal aunounced—** The Treasurer’s accounts having been found
correct and signed for, there was no ground for complaint agmust him and never was
there any complasint to the Chapter.”

—ai
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were returned to him much quicker than he anticipated. Is
this not sufficient evidence that A. Potter did not wish it to be
there exposed that he was accessory after the fact of W. M.
Bell being the receiver of stolen property ? Having reference to
communications on unmasonic actions the letter of one Companion
was thrown by A. Potter over his shoulder into the face of the
other, saying—* I do not keep copies of my communications.”

The backbiters, slanderers and vilifiers may see themselvos
fully represented as in a true mirror; and detestable a: tie
spectacle naturally appears, much more so does it seemn vhen
masonically explained. The true Mason is no blszphnemer.
The clauses of the Royal Arch Regulations and the Ceustitutions,
respectively, were referred to; but, A. Pottes 19peatedly caid,
when such clauses were mentioned,—* what huve I to as-nth
that ? "—* I cannot see it!”—* you did wot ! you i not!!
do you give me the lie? "

« Justice, that sits and frowns swhee private laws
Exclude soft merey from an lonust cause.”
«T will not allow you to defend toz Treasurcr 1" Nay, he was,
by one, struck so plainly, that I too conla well feel his blows ;
and so firmly that I could vaudily understand. Thus you might
suppose nature to have snaowed bim rith a skull of such im-
penetrable substance, shat all the ircn hail in the batteries of
reason pitter patter .tore, an harmless as boiled peas on an
Egyptian breast- woskz,—tha® i5 needed a surgical operation to
get it into bis boain. . J. Ward said—* it is most desirable
we should  ¥1.ow sometLing more—what is the cause, and how
has this &'t come abuv? ™ A. Potter said—* T will supply a
copy «f W. M. Belt's complaint, and that the whole shall be
comenced de novo.”
« By outward show let’s not be cheated ;
An ass should like an ass be treated.”

At thie Meeting of the three Principals (A. Potter, J. H.
Beutham, and W. J. Ward) of the Province, 29th November,
«( villains, vipers, dam’'d without redemption ;

Dogs, easily won to fawn on any man;”
«Three Judases, each one thrice worse than J udas.”
1883 ; application having previously been made for the copy
promised to be supplied, of W. M. Bell's com laint, by A. Pot-
ter, who refused to supply the same and stated—* he would not
allow the subject to be re-opened ;” application was also made
for the receipts of the past Treasurer, the books and the annual
returns of the Chapter, 24, to the Provincial Grand Chapter
for the year ending 1882, to be produced at this meeting ;—
the trade receipts, in Cummins possession, were only produced.
«And yet with canting, slight and cheat,
T will serve their turn to do the feat.”
A. Potter was asked why, Blenkinsop, Cummins, Taylor, Mars-
ton, and Campbell were present, rep ied,—* they are present at
my request by W. M. Bell’s desire.” The tribe of sycophants,
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who are never tired of singing his praise, decreed, as he requested,
that it was his prerogative to abrogate the law in this regicide
court. At the conclusion Cummins thanked him for the very
able and impartial manner in which he, as a Justice of the Peace,
had conducted the case on their behalf.

“ Judas brought them from Rome, to make a league of confederacy.”

W. M. Bell* had all he desired. That which the Treasurer
asked for was denied him, all he could say and quote, also
that of another, was of no avail to vindicate his character, from
as false and as foul an accusation as ever brought sorrow to ‘he
mind of man. I am convinced that, notwithstanding theJis-
graceful efforts which had been made to prejudice tha faie hear.
ing of this case: that they proceed to vilify the Treasurer they
had already fraduced, and the attempts which had been made
to rouse party passions, in order that they micht escane tie
penalties of their misdeeds. Who can be scuwe agunst false
accusations or erroneous judgments ? Thave is no truth 1a him,
besides, his oath is no stronger than tie word of « tapster;
they are both the confirmer of false rcexonuings..  Here is a man
owning frankly to a downright lie sithout the si'zhtest appear-
ance of shame ; and yet, ever s'ucc Yie had Izarnt to speak, had
been told that falsehood was %be wiost harous of evils.

“ Sonetling savouri
Oof tynnn{. wohish/will iguabls r;ie you,
Yea, scandalons to the vola”

The misrepresentaticns of the malignant confederacy with re-
gard to the Treesuser’s accounts and the barefaced insinuations
thrown out al*evwurds, w/ll'U hope cause others to be as well
prepared, ta enabie theto o act up to the force of their convic-
tions and facts, and not ailow themselves to be browbeaten by
those whe have ravointionized and seek their ruin. T cannot
allow (bese base inueudos and flash statements to remain un-
chellenged. Atis a mean and low practice to inveigle a man
in‘o crimizating himself by not allowing him to have all the
avulence. Lo asked for and to deny those who did speak ; they
oetray themselves to every censure worse than drunkards. This
is not tie conditions the enquiry was promised to be held under,
made by A. Potter on the 19th July.

Their ends were evil, and their purposes narrow; they
degarded the Immutable Laws of a great and honourable associ-
ation ; wisdom, beauty and strength are departed : they are the
tares and the thorns which destroy the vineyard; hypocrites
whose humility is wrapped in a cloak. Ichabod may be engraved
on its ruins.

J. H. Bentham, to whom the money had been paid, declined

# Did he as First Principal of Chapter 24 receive the required consent of
Grand Chapter to publish, 9th July, 1884, the “Extract from Minutes of

gﬁnil”Chnpta of 7th May, 1884, signed, certified, Shadwell H. Clarke,
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to admit that he had been repeatedly applied to for the receipts
“If you are born to honour show it now ”
“Thou canst not then be false to any man ”

(see copy letter book) for such payments, and said—* he did
not recollect it—it was out of his business.” Had A. Potter,
who then held the Treasurer’s receipts for payments in his hand,
been the impartial judge, he should have put the question to
J. H. Bentham in such a manner as to have had a reply,
whether he caused another to be added to the roll of perjurers
or not ;—he preferred to
“ Play judge and executioner, all himself.”

The functions of a Grand Superintendant should e Zis-
charged by a man of fortune, who being guided solel: by duty,
philanthropy, and honourable ambition, would affor the sure
pledge of independance; it is this that constitotes the digm'ty
and majesty of the order, exhalts its charactes ard esZallisies
public morals. Would discard those neely individuals who
cannot live without addition to their ihecwme, who cannot be
their own master, because their prin~jles are more decayed
than their fortune, and whose urgent wants erjeuder political
immorality. Pitiful! When a nunof a zetain rank stoops
to solicit the appointment, therc is an eua =7 all independance
and dignity of character, he is scid beforenzad.

They are so bad them:4lves, tiink #nd speak ill of others
is not on{y a bad thing, brt a sigu ot a bad man,—when men
are bad themselves, 4hey are g'ad o an opportunity to censure
others and endeavous 4o bring things to a level: hoping it will
be some justificatiou of tkeir own faults, if they can but make
others appear equally guiliy. Innocence shall make false accusa-
tion blush, an? tyranny tiemble. Abused by some most villain-
ous knave, some hace notorious knave, some scurvy fellow, O,
heaver. tiat sosh coripanions thou couldst unfold and put in
evey nouest haan a whip, to lash the rascals naked through
¢ha provinze v Morpeth !

On tie 7th December, 1883, “We, A. Potter, J. H.
Bentiam and W. J. Ward, in examining into the complaint
made by W. M. Bell and T. Blenkinsop * against you, and after
a careful investigation, have unanimously come to the con-
clusion that W. M. Bell and T. Blenkinsop were correct in
the observations they made respecting your accounts as
Treasurer of De Swinburne Chapter.” This conclusion required
them to accept nothing as fit which is capable of being made
apparant to the reason, but that it was outside the region of
their enquiry.

"lutwrlyubhor,yu.ﬁommynnlnfnnymforhhj "
1.—9th April, 1883, the sum of £4 ds. for dues, due
February, 1883, and 2s. 6d. fine as per Bye Laws, was

# “T have now no complaint to make against the Treasurer,” 22 June, 1883.
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paid by the Treasurer for De Swinburne Chapter, not
earlier, see page 1, last paragraph.
2.—9th April, 1883, there was then due to the Treasurer
of De Swinburne Chapter, by the Provincial Grand
Chapter, the sum of £16 4s. 3d. from June 1882—paid
March, 1884.1
8.—10th April, 1883, they complain at North Shields.
There is no account of any debt unpaid by the Treasurer
standing longer unpaid than their subseription.
4.—13th April, 1883, the Treasurer of Chapter 24 received
receipts for monies paid to the Provincial Grand Chzp-
ter for dues ending December, 1881 and 1882.
5.—14th April, 1883, the First Principal is requustcd by
the Treasurer of De Swinburne Chapter ti zin.mons
the Finance Committee to audit his accounts.
6.—18th April, 1883, the Prov.G. Registrarsys —“Jregrot
you should have trouble in enquiring ina the negisc: of
no returns being sent in time, so faxas Irovineial Grand
Chapter is concerned a full expianation vas given in
Provincial Grand Chapter agumm ot 2s. 6d. has
Peen plua o the Treasurer, and nov 1 “Think the Dest
way is to take no mors notice ard izt the Scribe E.
(Cummins) be more cavefil in fuvure. <
7.—21st April, 1883, there beiny w2 acknowledgement of
the request of tlie Treasurcr, by the Seribe E., he de-
sited the Faionce of his accounts £36 1s. in the
ranch Bink of Englard ‘a Newcastle-upon-Tyne.
8.—26th Ap=, 1883, with six hours’ notice, the Treasurer
reser‘ed his books ind accounts for examination by the
inquee Committee of De Swinburne Chapter, and were
t%n found corsct, as per copy from Cash Book, viz.—

Recpipbhs .. ..ccevnernensisnsinaasnannses £87 0 2
Pafyrfents ..........ccoeenes £50 19 2
Balnoe ® .....occcceeennee 36 1 0

£87 0 2

“'['he auditing of the foregoing accounts was delayed
owing to a serious illness in the "Treasurer’s family. At
the Annual Meeting of the Provincial Grand Chapter
(and in the absence of the Treasurer) Comp. W. M. Bell,
H. of this Chapter, made remarks derogatory to the
character of the Treasurer (all dues to the Provincial
Grand Chapter having previously been paid), and the
Treasurer having written to the First Principal, request-
ing a meeting of the Finance Committee to be called at

+ Putting the Accounts thus—who is debtor P—who is defaulter??

A. Potter owes Smith and has been for years cereenn®20 4 8
Smith owes A. Potter and was due a few days ...... 4 40

£6 0 3
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once to enable him to answer the insinuations of Comp.
W. M. Bell and others, and such meeting not having
been called within seven days, the Treasurer has this
day placed his balance * in the Bank of England, New-
castle Branch, and resigned his office of Treasurer.

Newecastle-on-Tyne, Pavr O. Saarn, PZ,
April 21st, 1883. Treasurer, Chapter No. 24.
Avpril 26th, 1888, Examined the above an

d found correct—

LENKINSOP, P. .
n the presence of PAuL O. SMITH, .
9.—7th June, 1883, A. Potter stated at the Spenizi 1 leet-
ing — “ that all were satisfied that the 'Lruasarer’s
accounts were accurate at the audit.”
10.—22nd June, 1883, T. Blenkinsop, throvgh A. Potter 7,
says—* having paid all accounts I kwe now. 0o com-

Taint to make against the Treasares T The same must

in justice also ap Iy to his joint cnmpiame:_w. M. Bell.
11.—'fﬂere Bas not Deen app[nmn for any sum, then
due, left unpaid by the Tizasurer yhe: he resigned.
Their complaints were promafure and \nfounded as shown
by themselves—they deliver orawling judgments, unabashed.
From first to last they scittered truth as chaff before them.
Adapted dictatorial tactios to silouen \ruth, flung sweeping and
disgraceful chnries Lvoadeast, poured out volleys of financial
statements which veooved to he ¢ cooked,” by St. Nicholas and
a Ward not in Chaacery, “he. champions of financial morality
attempting 4 financial j.-gle, and that duc to cupidity, their
knowledzc had been rupeicial and imperfect ; this unlooked for
result, wac forged by the high-handed enterprise of the great
Northemirian hiosels, whose diseased imaginations exceed the
bounds of diserction, in exagerating and misrepresenting.
““Throw plenty of clay, and some will stick.”

\ Therwfore, the remarks of W. M. Bell, 17th May, 1883,
were \~7¢vwarrouc, and he who slanders the husband ang father,
the bread winner, vilifies his wife and children.

The dread of mcurring the displeasure of A. Potter and
the consequent punishment for speaking the truth has been the
canse why so few have dared to speak to him. This is the
man whose intellect and attainments become the despot of
the Orderly Room, he descends no doubt to false witness;

“May the grass wither from thy feet ; the woods
Deny thee shelter! earth a home! the dust
A grave! and heaven her God!™
has not the capacity to apprehend abstract truth.  In-

deed, it must be admitted he has disgraced himself, and in-
jured the fame of that order whose principles he belied, and

# Can the same be said of him as Treasurer of Northumberland Chapter.
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“Since there is none but fears a future state ;
And when the most obdurate swear they do not,
Their trembling hearts belie their boastful tongues.”
whose morality he trampled upon. We cannot set up an in-
quisition to punish men because they want common sense or
common prudence or because we cannot get them to adopt our
views of propriety.

“ Within fifteen days the Treasurer is to send to W. M.
Bell through A. Potter an apology and withdraw the imputa-
tion, also that he pay a fine of twenty shillings.” The Treasurz=

““ Virtue itself of vice must pardon beg.”

of De Swinburne Chapter deserves to be respected and-a)-

lauded, not to be derided and scorned; while his watives are
Eonounble, and his demeanour dignified and prope~. ' ilis acts
are not stained by malevolence and prejudice or polluted;
his morals are irreproachable ; his opinions are zrthodny, Sair
and unblemished. Surrounded by intriguers with szevet and
evil designs. Calumny and falsehood conztantly overwhelmed
all that was good, beneath the mass of ¢vil that was invented.
Heaven that made him honest, made Fini raore than ever Queen
did, when she made a C. B. Honesiy seeds nc money, disguise
nor ornament. This fact reveris the secret of the hostility
evinced towards the Treasurer,

According to the obligalicue impos»d by your oath, how
could your religious feelings permit you openly to violate that
oath as you have done ; you: erime is a great one,—a conspiracy
for the commission. oi « violen® act is stopped as soon as we
seize the arm that hoids the pemard, gut a conspiracy to
influence the mina: of other: has no end.

No woner Carlyle au¢ Paine, et hoe genus omne, opposed
and stigmelized the ovder. He that professes little, raises no
envy ; but inen do like to mark those who have taken a high
stand anonz the virtuous of society, Knowing this, and that
Mascary prescriles a code of Ethics, it becomes all to take
heed lest, the ignorant or the malicions might triumph,

*Let me unkiss the oath 'twixt thee and me,
And yet not so, for with a kiss "twas made.”

18t1” December, 1883, the Treasurer intimated that he
would appeal to the Supreme Grand Chapter against the deci-
sion of the 7th December, 1883, of A. Potter :—on the ground
of improper reception of evidence and misdirection, and that
his decision was against the weight of evidence; and referrin
him to the transactions of the Fund Committee, 9th ApriF,
1883, when the dues and fine were paid—to the Finance Com-
mittee meeting, 26th April, 1883, when his accounts were
audited and found correct—to the Special Meeting 7th June,
1883 when he, A. Potter, said that “all were satisfied, that the
Treasurer’s accounts were accurate at the audit "—by the reply
of T. Blenkinsop, 22nd June, 1883, “ having paid d{ accounts,
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1 have now no complaint to make against the Treasurer " —and
also, to his having summoned only those in favour of one side,
and gave no notice to produce evidence for the other, neither
did he produce that evidence asked for in his posession. This
letter he said he did not receive. I am afraid this is a failing
he is troubled with, having heard him, 19th July, 1883, deny
the receipt of another’s, but when put to closely, had the letter
in his hand.

«Why dost thou, tyrant, boast abroad thy wicked works of praise.”

Within three days after the 18th December, 1883, W. IL.
Bell announced in the street “have you heard that Smitk Yas
been proclaimed,” previous to hearing him make this state-
ment he had told the same to others.

On the 27th December, 1883, A. Potter, under Jate of the
24th, *suspended the Treasurer from all functicos of the Rays!
«Thrust from the company of awful uen.”

Arch” tought to obey God more than e, e could not plead
guilty to a charge, preferred by him, of swhich he w=s JNNOCENT,
and of which he was reminded of in‘he ~ommun.cavion to him
on the 1Sth and also of the intcpsion to apveul against his
decision and was again referred to-on the £7th. ;%: is thus
illcgallxy, and without good znd sufficizut cause, suspended
from his Royal Arch funet'cor.

Were all the covr's ot lax and equity removed to the
lower empire with Mphistopiles as judge and a jury of nine
such as Judas lsvariod their )x‘dgement would be much more
preferred A littic too ravew like holding a candle to that
Him who mnst not be visraed, and who ought to be suppressed,
not encovaged—snuffecoub of the order for the order’s good,
not illuminaced.

Thue we hava thy mortifying instance of the consequence
of ‘base conduce as the means of suspension of one of our
mosy intelligent and useful members. Be ye ever disposed
to honous_good men for their virtues, and wise men for
theit knowledge ; not for your reputation only, but for the re-
putatioa of others. They look with an evil and envious eye
upon the good that is in others, and do what they can to dis-
credit their commendable qualities ; thinking their own char-
acters lessened by them, they greedily entertain, and industri-
ously publish, what may raise themselves upon the ruins of
other men’s reputations. It cannot be without hurt to him, but
the loss to the Chapter for the want of those emphatically
splendid examples or moral grandure is 50 much the greater!
It is odds but the charge, by passing from one to the other of
them is aggravated beyond measure by each adding something
toit. The consequence of which may be dangerous one way
or the other— the injured and his friends will take the first
opportunity to revenge the slander and defamation.



19

In February, 1884, the Finance Committee of the Chapter
24, W. M. Bell in the chair, order that application be made to
the past Treasurer to induce him to sign an affidavit that ke
“ Win us with honest trifles to betray us in deepest consequences.”
had lost the Deposit Note*—this he did not do, neither will he
I hope ever be so simple as to comply ; for they who took, to
impound as instructed,t the receipts from the Treasurer on the
26th April, 1883, are the only persons able to account for the
same; the receipts and deposit receipt are as money to the treas-
urer in his transactions with the Chapter; therefore, we may
yet here of their demanding of him the receipts for paymeits
for of such the deposit note is one of them and signed {c« by
the finance committee, but it is known in whose bands tnese
receipts have been and they know too well that at any cost
the deposit receipt cannot be exchanged for cash 121 -hout ¢ and
his presence for the same—be assured you weuli not have huard
anything of this had they been able to precuce the £36 Is.
1 am astonished at the effrontry to izjure the well-heing of
the Treasurer by the most glaring acts o injustie and par-
tiality to the meanness of dissemulotisn. Wondeiing specula-
“Thou dost wrong him, thou dizsembler; *aou.”
tion, prying curiosity, and ill-wited sagaci’y, wie alike at fault,
in their natural anxiety to peuctrece and nwiavel the inexplic-
able and would be singular and-miste-lous disappearance of the
Deposit Receipt. He miisibe a cipiie—why, then, should we
have to tollerate thal which s the result of mere apathy?
being capricious axd tyzanical v:e sannot command for him the
deference which w31l be sure tu follow the expert. His ruling ever
oppressive, ha= become possit'vely odious, smouldring discontent
and intrigae; with a sh’bboleth of disaffection is now fostered.
It mosi not be jelged by any rule of logic, to elucidate
and anclyse She suliest. . That such special knowledge of vari-
ous and varying rales and methods of action as are required to
obtain practical issues on the given subject, according to cir-
suimstances, wnd according to the men to be dealt with for the
time being. Those who have seen how deep-rooted are the
wrong impressions and prejudices, that one is struck with
03231 *  Bank of England Branch, Newcastle, 21 April, 1883.

I do hereby certify that Mr. Paul O. Smith of 43 Side, Newcastle, has this
day paid into the Branch of the Bank of England at Newcastle the Sum of
Thirty six pounds and one shilling the same to be withdrawn upon the per-
sonal application of the Depositor and the surrender of this Certificate.

For the Governor and Company of the Bank of England,

£36 1s. 0d. F. B. Fairley, Agent.
Entd. John Braithwaite,

+ Who bribed the Deacons to steal the hand of the Baptist in a case
richly jewelled from Antioch ? Seized by the Corsican at Valetta, who trans-
ferred to his own finger the gem which sparkled on the dead hand, carelessly
observed to the Grand Master “you may keep the carrion” he did, and
afterwards, handed the relic to the Emperor Paul.
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amazement in reading their accounts and statements; there
are few wise men, and fools without number, the assent of the
greater part of mankind to an assertion only goes to show that
1s folly.

v “ Where and what art thou, execrable shape.”

Thus the errors and imperfect judgments prevail and so
bringing odium and ridicule upon the fraternity, seems quite
incomprehensible, unless ignorance has caused him to judge
from a prejudiced point. The ill-judged violence first prodme:
ed, and caused to be continued under the force of those \ery
circumstances which he did not wish to comprehend, and von-
sequently could not wisely control or direct, no or crin douht
or deny, as being offensive and objectionable. It would bea
difficult task for a very clever man indeed to say what hes
aiming at,—unless he 1s stopped in time he ay lead *he fra-
ternity with cunning and astuteness quite incompavobis with
his character and position into irretrieveblc obhiquy and derision.

Late, but not too late, I have to-state that tho Treasurer
has been summoned to attend by command o7 A. Potter all
meetings of Provincial Grand Chu tes, and also by W. M. Bell,
A. Robertson and R. W. Cum:ainz to all miestings of Chapter
de Swinburne; thus summcrzd he at¢zided, was ordered to
retire, declined, referring (v, M. Be'l 15 the law on his case,
and the whole circumstances brietly —T. Blenkinsop called out

“This is no | lace, this houoe is but a butchery.”
“ghall we put him/out.” I=¢his a charge of insubordination,
after being sutimoned to ke jwesent, does it not prove the ex-
istance of a preneditated (nsult and seeking for revenge.
“Neves can true reconciliation grow
W ore wounds or deadly hate have pierced so deep.”

For this evi) cpeaking of what A. Potter W;Yd have you
believe ave the Tieasurer’s evil ways,—who knows in the chance
of things, and “be mutability of human affairs, whose kindness
ho niay stena need of sooner than he would.  So that did he con-
sw't his hunour he would refrain from vilifying, if he considered
the ¢ast the hot simoon of slanderous and reproachful words are.
Makes ‘himself a martyr, and goes to the stake for an abstract
dogma and an unprovable faith, which are not of the least
good to society which way soever they go: and now he betrays
his province and sacrifices his most cherished principles to save
his own worthless skin or to improve his shabby fortune.
Lost in the darkness of his moral night he creats devils after
his own image, and is himself the thing he fashions, no creature
between earth and sky is so cruel or so unjust as he. He en-
slaves his brother, and punishes him because he is a slave; he
partitions society, where the powerful have all the privileges
and his enslaved brother has all the burthens to bear, makes
laws of supreme humanity and justice while he oppresses those
he has downtrodden, and carries tribute to tyrants : believes in
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that Providence which is on the side of the big battalions, and
is never weary of proclaiming what ever may be the most in-
iquitous ; and with his feet in the mudheaps of sinfulness and
wrong strives to put all in the shade—he is without the seal of
the Divine on his forehead. The hypocrite had left his mark,
and stood in naked ugliness—he was a man who stole the livery
of the court of heaven to serve the devil in.

Thus saith Cromwell, when it was first moved to proceed
capitally against the King “that if any man moveth this wit
design, he should think him the greatest traitor in the worid.

Thus saith A. Potter, 7th December, 1883,—* I* have heen
assisted by J. H. Bentham and W. J. Ward in examizug mto
the complaint made by W. M. Bell against you “aud aftes

“Do not your juries give their verdict,

As if they felt the cause, not heard it ?”
a careful investigation we have unanimously ‘zome te tae zon-
clusion that W. M. Bell and T. Blenkinsopt were quite correct
in the observations they made respesing your accounts as
Treasurer of De Swinburne Chapter 2ad that as you could pro-
duce no proof that W. M. Bell ha’ ever menticned the name
of your wife or family it is highly =prehensitle “r you publickly
to make such a charge agaivst him, that 2o had vilified them
and showed a spirit of virdictiveness in persevering with the

“As false

As air, uy vater, »'ud, or sandy earth ;

251w 45 lamb : s violf to heifer’s calf;

Pord fo the hng, or stepdame to her son.”
we therefore decide thar within fifteen days you must send
through me o written apology to W. M. Bell, withdraw the
imputaticn—also tha' you pay a fine of Twenty shillings.”

“ e th.us gives sentence, at times,
“n one man for another’s crimes.”

I am inforined that you will not join them in giving a
gayrantec to the Bank by which they could get the money as
you had no doubt that it was surreptitiously taken with the
other yeceipts—you must be perfectly aware that the Deposit
Notet was of no value to any person until you had signed it
and that there must be a groundless charge against some mem-
bers of the Chapter and your refusal must be damaging to your
character. (This is the invention of the foolishest and most
fertile schemer, whose causeless affronts are sure to be re-paid
with interest in some form or another. A lame and impotent
conclusion of which it is difficult to say whether A. Potter or
8. Clark shows to most disadvantage.)

Thus saith the Treasurer, 18th December, 1883,—*“in
reply to yours of the 7th inst., I have to state that considering

# See page 9 last lines + See page 16 No. 10. 1 See Copy of on page 19.
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you summoned only those in favour of one side, and as you
stated were there at your request and at W. M. Bell’s desire
to be present against me, ::3 giving me no notice to produce
evidence and not producing that which I asked for, and that
documentary evidence I had and drew Your special attention to
and my remarks as well as those of “another you would not
allow to be taken in my defence. Under these circumstances
I shall be compelled to Appeal to the Supreme Grand Chapter
on your decision against me of the 7th December, 1883,
“The same case several ways adjudge.!

Thus saith the Royal Arch Regulations, sec. 87, P- 12:—
“The Decision of the Grand Superintendants shall ' 6nal
unless an Appeal shall be made therefrom to the Jupreme
Grand Chapter, but no Appeal shall be entertained wless trans-
mitted to the Grand Scribe E. within three colendar menthi
from the date of the decision appealed agaivisi.’—%I%e who
feels aggrieved by the decision of any other inasonic autnority
or jurisdiction, than the Supreme Grand “hupter, raxy Appeal
against such decision.”

“ And look before you ere ou ieap,
For as you sow, ye're 'ike to reap »

On the 4th March, 1884, w.ithin the t. o« rescribed, the
Appeal against the decision o the Tth ..'Je:em{;r, 1883 was
sent to the Grand Scribe 75 and neknowledged, not as zhe

“This is falser than vows muao in wine.”
Appeal, but a documen: purporting to be an Appeal from a
sentence of suspension.  Never v-us there a statement made more
calculated to mislcad and deceive, sne of the strangest escapades
known ; might be ascused of profane confidence in the strength
and number ¢¢ his kindred. A copy of the same had also been
sent to tha Dvoiincial Grand Superintendant. The appellant
complied xivh the law o. appeal, not so with the opposite party.

*To s7nar.der paper, and spare ink,

Or cler i men of their words, some think.”

Tie Depasite Note* issued to you as its Treasurer having
bean Lost, (by whom) by declining to join with usual indemnity
whe Bark requires —1I must point out to you that this is a
course of conduet that on reflection you cannot I am sure de-
sire to adhere—and I trust you will see the propriety of putt-
ing yourself right on all these points and so obviate the necessity
for the intervention of the Grand Chapter. (This is neither
desirable nor gracious being unexplained and inexplainable. A
lame and impotent conclusion of which it is difficult to say
whether 8. Clark or A. Potter shows to most disadvantage.)

The Appeal clearly shows that the decision of the 7th
December, 1883, was unjust—what makes the injustice the
more unjust is the act of suspension by the Provincial Grand
Superintendant after he had been told his decision of that date

* See Copy of on page 19,
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would be, owing to its injustice, be appealed against, yet he
makes a charge of insubordination before the more serious
charges had been adjudicated upon by Appeal. It is not right
that we should be compelled to comply with the grossest of
injustice, he would, as in this case, deprive you of that right
which he is in honour bound to see maintained. There is no
Jault whatever against the Treasurer, that which he had been
compelled to leave undone was through sickness and family
bereavements, is venial, and this cannot be held to be a crime
to merit such a sentance as that « pealed against. Humari-
tarianism, mingling into sentimentality has been unjust to 7é awn

There has been no appeal against the sentence o! sLzpen-
sion because the suspension was for not complying with the
unjust decision of the 7th December, 1883. No sophistory ox
ingeniousness could obscure, and no representa‘ica, ko ever
audacious could explain away the right of skerving the appeal
against the decision of 7th December, 1235, unless A. Potter
who perhaps with intenton and malice wferethought, provoked
by his own conduct rendered himself wvworthy of obedience ;
because, hitherto, the fraternity have had no i*azun to provide
for an event which they have preaumed wou'd ‘never happen,

To the Grand Chapter as a=s ppelate viibune, having good
and well-founded cause of convuizint, wrivhout let or hinderance,
being aggrieved, you have a right <2 \appeal and to be heard
before you are called on to apologrise, if you do not, your appeal
will not be heard—tius loing awvy with the right of appeal.
Is it that they do not wish to be convinced, but that they wish
to smother up the utair in crcamlocution, and strand it by de-
lay ? See wha: the old lawyer demands in David Copperfield.
Or, to use &/more pleasant ‘simile, it is the Aaron’s rod that
swallows rip every other 1orm of honour the be-all and the end-
all of ali,

Mo account for the many perjuries they were so often
guiiiy of, and th» oaths they readily took, merely as they found
1 suited then interest ; they magnified the obligation of an oath,
yevin thewr cwn case dispenesd with the Laws of God, the Ordi-
nances of the Realm, the Ten Commandments, the Litany, all

“Oaths are but words, and words are but wind,”
Oaths, Civil, Military, and Religious. We are now told that the
oaths we have taken are not to be explained according to the
interpretation of the masonic law: No! How then § Surely
according to the interpretation of A. Potter and 8. Clark.
“ Virtue returns into vice and honour into avarice.”

When we think how the Committee of General Purposes
appear to be just as capable of eloquent defence as any other,
we are grateful to men who have at least an atom of honour,
and who can tell us with absolute certainty that a lie is a lie
now and always, and cannot by any expensiveness of rhetoric
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be translated into the truth. A humble lesson, it may be, yet
still in many ways reassuring to those of us who have been {ed
to believe that in mortals black may be white, and white black.
It may not, then be disagreeable, if we endeavour succinetly to
gauge their meaning ; rightly understood and properly appre-
ciated, they disclose the true relations actually subsisting, and
never has there been a more startling combination underneath
the surface veneer of society found within the four seas.

Even in morals figured most unblushingly as cheats—
weighed honour in mercinary scales—did nothing to indues
and encourage virtue; were most shamefully vicious in maki
the public mind drunk with calumny, rancour, vituperation «rd
declamation. They have lost their way, yet rather thau @y to
get out of the difficulty by retracing their steps, thoy wa ready
to consider almost any scheme, be it ever so wild, which may
give them a chance of avoiding the humiliatiriy; necessi%y or
admitting their mistake.  Professing to be iminacuinte and
unselfish they do in a day mischief whick iz wany years cannot
be repaired, unless purified of polutior and guid=1 by wiser
councils. Is there any act of the Graua Crient 2qnai to this ?

Finally, to make allusion to ihut which we have seen
has not been without very serios czasequenze, am certain the
late Treasurer is Punishe& for s offence f> which he is in no
way responsible, 1t is very Fazd he shawl ve so unmasonically
treated and judged, when they see thei: crror, as likelyas not, they
are incapable as to how it wiay be vorrected, and in attempting
to extricate themcelver to be heguiled into more blunders.
Having cancelled *1eir owr vulzs and thus sanctioned a prac-
tise unwise. Indied it wou'd be most difficult to conceive any
thing more viculent, unsernjulous and unjustifiable. He must
feel deepiy vhe harshiaess of this treatment, especially at the
hands of the Offici<is 0.’ the Grand Chapter who resorted to the
meanect, +a2 disgroceful, the memorable, the indelible, the never
to he forgotter aitifices in order to stifle the truth and shelve
thie lue ccvsi'ecation of the Appeal against the decision of the
7th Decen.ber; and in the face of this fact, he would be more
tban huwen if the action of the Grand Chapter in all the cir-
cumstances I have related above, did not embitter those feelings,
F somefimes sway him to exhibit a want of confidence in

nic promises, come from whom they may.

May God avert the omen !

Tynemouth, June, 1885, By order of the E.C.

#.% I have been favoured, since the death of R. Smaile, with his notes
and certified copies of all the correspondence and appeal on this subject, which
will be collated, placed parallel, with explanatory notes, for your early perusal.
Special reference to G. S. E’s statement in February, 1884, quoting the legal
advise of the G. R. and also to the expressed opinion of the G. R. Decr,, 1854,
on Dupuch’s case.



